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Editorial

When life and limbs are at stake.

“In the Image of God he created him: male and
female he created them” (Genesis 1:27) is a cen-
tral theme in our Christian faith. This belief
translates profoundly to the concept of “Com-
mon Humanity” enshrined in the United Na-
tions Universal Declaration of Human Rights
(UN-UDHR), which has been the basis to call
on all nations to respect, protect and guarantee
human rights for all, and of we which commemo-
rate on the 10™ of December every year. This
belief does not only find meaning in the respect
for gender and sexual preferences, but of color,
class, race, creed and political persuasions. Over
the years, the fulfillment of this declaration and
its corresponding covenants have been con-
tinuously challenged and denied, even by
forces that have sworn to protect and abide

by them, our states and governments.

Human rights workers and defenders are in-
creasingly becoming victims of these violations,
specifically in countries such as the Philippines,
where more than 765 extra-judicial killings of
activist, labor leaders, students, human rights
workers and church workers have been reported
in 2006. Alarming has been the number of church
people, more than 20 on this list, who have been
killed, the most recent of which is Bishop
Alberto Ramenta of the Philippine Independent
Church (PIC), a staunch human rights defender
of the poor, stabbed to death by unknown as-
sailant inside his church in Central Philippines
last October 3, 2006. Just last week, a former
SCM Philippines member has been killed in the
southern island of the Philippines, where he

joined a labor union as an organizer.

taken from the canpaign of
killings and human

rights violations

in the Philippines!’



In Indonesia Irianto Kongkoli, a clergy man, general secretary of the protestant church
in Central Sulawesi and well-known advocate of inter-faith dialogue and cooperation
has been shot to death on October 17, 2006 following the execution of 3 Christians
accused of master-minding the recent spate of bombings in Central Sulawesi, Indonesia.
The death toll in Sri Lanka continues to rise, including the death of 15 aid workers
killed last August in Muttur town in the midst of the internal conflict between the rebel

LTTE and Sri Lankan government forces.

Government in many Asian countries, despite signing on many of these international
human rights agreements and conventions have become inutile in the face of what the Asian
Human Rights Commission (AHRC) describes as the collapse of the rule of law in some of
these countries. State-sponsored violence, such as in case of Sri Lanka, Philippines, Indone-
sia, Pakistan continues unabated and leaves the people doubtful of their peace and security
in their governments and of their future. No doubt that the growing pressure from the US
and EU to tow the line on the War on Terror has further aggravated and contributed to the
deterioration of human rights conditions in many of these countries. Government enact
laws and use its military apparatus to act in complete disregard and violations of interna-
tional human rights standards, such as torture, illegal arrests and detentions, disappear-

ances and employing private armies to arrest and execute suspected terrorist elements.

In this issue of Praxis, we draw your attention to a range of human rights issues, from
civil and political rights, economic rights to sexual and reproductive rights for women.
The article entitled “ Geo-political Situation in Asia and Pacific: Escalating the Conflict
and Impact of US War on Terror”, gives us-an overview of the human rights situation

and the underlying geopolitical analysis on war and conflict i egion written by

Tony Waworuntu, a GMKI senior friend and CCA executive ible Study on

economic rights and justice. The article entitle “Facing the Chéllenge of New Reproduc-
tive Technologies” adds a dimension to women’s rights to their bodies and to deter-

mine what is good and bad for them. {

Finally, I thank all the SCMers and WSCEF from all over thl: worlwho ave joined online
signature campaign to stop the killings, from the Middle éaét,‘f i erica, Africa. Your

solidarity has strengthened our resolve to continue to wo ice and peace.

Maligayong pasko sa inyong lahat! :
N
Necta Montes Rocas
Regional Secretary
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PERSPECTIVE

presented during the WSCF Human Rights Workshop in Parapat Indonesia, September 2006.

Indeed it is a long and winding
title, which seems to be impossi-
ble to deliberate within the time
frame that has been given to me.
The peace and security issues in
all over the world, in the aftermath
of September 11, 2001 has become
more critical and dangerous. In the midst of
the U.S. led war on terror, the world has be-
come more terrorized, where killings, violence
still behoove as “people’s daily bread”. This is
quite obvious, that after the U.S. attacked Af-
ghanistan and Iraq, and has identified some
countries as the “axis of evil” there are growing
instability, people’s insecurity, tensions and
conflicts caused by different crises that has
come to the forefront, particularly in Asia as
the result of the War against Terror, issues that
the Americans have failed to address.

The problem of people’s security in Asia has
already been ongoing due to political, ideologi-
cal, religious and ethnic conflicts in different
places. This includes ongoing conflict between
Taiwan and China where deep-rooted issues of
sovereignty and self-determination are at the
core of the problem. Insurgency, violence, and
poverty in various places in Asia have resulted
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Tony Waworuntu

in increases in migra-
tion of people, ininter-
nally displaced people
and refugees, both in
economic and political
senses.

The war on terrorism and the consequent
U.S. intervention in South Asia and South
East Asia are events of far-reaching implica-
tions for peace and security of the region.
These developments pose a serious “secu-
rity dilemma” not only for the major regional
powers, China and Japan, but also for sec-
ondary powers like India, Pakistan, South
Korea and Indonesia.

A change in the balance of power between
China and Taiwan could destabilize the en-
tire region. Towards her relationship with
China the U.S. still kept the so-called” One
China Policy” on the one hand, but on the
other hand the U.S. always has been said
that if China is going to takeover Taiwan with
force then the U.S. will stand in frontline to
protect Taiwan. This kind of approach, towards
her relationship with China and Taiwan, is
again for the sake of the U.S. economic in-
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terest. And with this ambiguity, the tensions
and fears in the Taiwan Strait remain high and
hostile.

As long as the tension remains high and
the fears of the Taiwanese still strong, then the
desire to be well-protected and modernized
their defense system is also high and these
exactly are the pushing factor for a big demand
to buy arms and missiles from the U.S. The
peace and stability in the region will largely
depend on the maintenance of balance of
power and construction of a region-wide
framework of cooperation that could diffuse
violence and conflict.

In fact, after the Cold War confrontation and
nowadays under the War on Terror the United
States has been putting some pressure to Ja-
pan to have a heavier military role than what
Japan has ever had after Second World War.
Following the 1996 redefinition of the U.S.-Ja-
pan security alliance, a new military arrange-
ment titled the U.S.-Japan Defense Coopera-
tion Guidelines was made in 1997. This bilat-
eral arrangement obligates Japan to mobilize
its public and private resources, personnel, fa-
cilities, and services as well as its military force
to join American military operations to be con-
ducted in “areas surrounding Japan”. North
Korea was specifically mentioned by the de-
signers of this arrangement as “clear and
present danger” to “have important influence on
Japan’s security,” a case that will trigger Ameri-
can military action in which Japan is to partici-
pate. But of course it is clear that a military
conflict in Taiwan Strait is assumed as a possi-
ble trigger for U.S.-Japan joint military action
though the Japanese and U.S. governments
quibbled on this point considering China’s
strong reaction.

One alarming critical development con-
nected with this is that using the momentum of
the alliance redefinition the Japanese ruling
groups are now freeing the postwar Japanese
State from its constitutional constraints. This
has been changing the pacifist clause from a
self-defense status to full-fledged war capable
state with a large army deployable overseas;
asitis now being deployed in Afghanistan and
East Timor under the label of the U.N. Peace-
Keeping forces in those countries. As the world
is entering the U.S. led War on Terrorism, the
U.S. hegemony and its military aspects more
or less remains the same as it was in the Cold
War era or even much more worsening.

In relation with the Peace and Security in
Asia for the people’s life-as a matter of fact while
facing the threats of the globalization process,
the people’s security is much more relying on
daily life than from the dread of a cataclysmic
world events, such as world trade center at-
tacks in New York or Bali bomb blasting, and
the war in Lebanon very recently. Insecurity
arises more from worries about food security,
job security, income security, and environmen-
tal security. These are the emerging concerns
of human security all over the world. But hu-
man security does not address the system of
global exercise of violence pivoted on the U.S.
military’s policy role. Integrating the positive
aspects of human security with people’s secu-
rity means comprehensive security of the people
as individuals and as people’s collectives. Here
people’s security shares with human security its
concern with the whole ranges of people’s life,
but considers the military element ingrained in
the structure as a destabilizing factor. In short,
people’s security calls for demilitarization. That's
why to prevail peace without justice in the world
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that would become impossible.

Whatever the North Korean motives were,
through his landmark brinkmanship, Kim Jong
Il has once again raised the stakes in nuclear
bargaining to an unprecedented height, forced
the natural audience in the neighboring coun-
tries in Northeast Asia to choose sides, and all
but dared the United States to walk away from
the negotiation table. By forcefully stressing that
his government will not disarm unilaterally with-
out reciprocal threat reduction and strategic
cooperation on the part of the United States,
he has all but dared Washington to come down
to Pyongyang and take his arms away through
either negotiation or force. What is likely to
happen next? Will the U.S. play ball or opt to
preempt North Korea’s full-scale nuclearization?
If Washington decides to settle the outstand-
ing issues through dialogue in a revamped
agreed framework, can Pyongyang be trusted
again after so many years of alleged deceit and
clandestine violations of its obligations under
the agreed framework, including its secret work
on a prohibited uranium enrichment program?
The answer is no, at least not in the medium
term. Alternatively, if Washington opts for and
“emergency measurement action” after this
country has been labeled as part of “axis of
evil,” what will be the price of the U.S. victory in
an open-ended conflict in Korea and will it be
geo-politically prudent and politically tolerable
to accept such a risk? The answer is very high,
imprudent but tolerable.

The most outstanding sign of our times is
the suffering and cries of human persons and
other living beings throughout the world, as their
victimization proceeds in a systematic and
unprecedented manner under the banner of the
War on terror. At the beginning of the 21 cen-
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tury, all living beings in the cosmos are threat-
ened with death and destruction. Their groan-
ing echoes throughout the universe and is joined
by the Spirit's groaning.

The brutal atrocities committed in the course
of the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq have revealed
the true nature of the global empire, which has
taken arbitrary, unilateral military actions
against the people of these countries. The glo-
bal empire’s obvious purpose is to expand its
territorial borders in pursuit of regional he-
gemony and its control of oil as an economic
resource, consolidating the interests of the neo-
liberal global market. These wars are also a
new form of religious crusade, justified through
religious language and theological claims.

The US is developing new systems of weap-
ons of mass destruction and generating high-
tech and nuclear weapons. This operation along
with strategies for cyber warfare and the unre-
strained use of nuclear weapons, including a
nuclear first strike, is seriously eroding and
imperiling the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Regime
and disregarding the fundamental prohibition
against nuclear first strikes.

The “war on terror” has led to a series of
draconian laws and legally sanctioned repres-
sive measures within the United States and in
many other countries that effectively condone
torture, arbitrary detention and deprivation of lib-
erty, summary deportations, extraordinary ren-
dition and violations of a wide range of other
political and civil rights. This has effectively
undermined both practice and principles of the
human rights regime and the rule of law. One
visible impact of empire has been the inviolabil-
ity of human rights.

The very nature of the imperial project re-
quires access to the world’s natural resources
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of oil, natural gas, minerals, water and forest
resources. Empire is based on the appropria-
tion of riches from the dominated countries for
the benefit of the power centre. The empire is
reaching out to establish unilateral control over
natural resources around the world, even if this
means going to war or destabilizing legitimately
elected governments. Instruments such as the
World Bank and other international financial
mechanisms are being used to “liberalize” re
source-extraction policies for the absolute ben-
efit of the large transnational corporations serv-
ing the empire, with minimal benefits to the re-
source-endowed nations.

More people throughout the world are being
forced to leave their homes because of wars,
human rights violations, and dire poverty of en-
vironmental destruction.

Environmental protection and development
are important issues. Since most Asian coun-
tries are still dependent on primary economic
activities, this pressure is creating over-exploi-
tation and depletion of land, water, forest and
other ecosystems. The existence of mass pov-

erty is accelerating the destruction of natural
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The plights of “uprooted people” — migrant
workers, refugee and internally displaced peo-
ple — still dominate the inter-agency debate to
ensure that governments abide by international
protocols and declarations. Two major areas
need to be thoroughly discussed to prevent the
flow of refugees and displaced people from their
home countries and to provide assistance in
receiving countries. Avulnerable economic situ-
ation in Asia and conflict between neighboring
countries have forced authorities to take meas-
ures to forcibly return displaced people, ignor-
ing whether their safety could be guaranteed.
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In the aftermath of September 11, the threat
of political and religious violence has become
matters of urgent debate. For countries like
Malaysia and Indonesia, the church finds itself
as a minority community having to respond to
growing pressures for the formation of an Is-
lamic State. The provisions for the freedom of
religion as enshrined in the national constitu-
tions are being greatly curtailed. Public dis-
course on matters pertaining to Islam has be-
come highly sensitive. The threat of extremist
groups has captured media attention recently.

While in Indonesia and Pakistan many
churches have been subjected to physical threat
and communal violence has erupted in some
places in the name of religion.

We live in a threatened world. Conflicts on
all levels, from local to global, evidence a world
community rife with fear, suspicion, anger, hos-
tility and inequality that threatens to engulf eve-
ryone, including the church, in violence. Some
realities facing us today include:

- The world spends more than US$ 1.3 tril-
lion each year on military budgets, half by
the US alone; yet 10% of this would ensure
the essentials of life to everyone in the world;

- To satisfy the entire world’s sanitation and
food requirements would cost on $ 13 bil-
lion, hardly as much as the people of the
United States and the European Union
spend each year on perfume;

- Thirty million people a year die of hunger.
800 million suffer from chronic malnutrition.
Yet there is sufficient food available to pro-
vide each of the earth’s inhabitants with at
least 2,700 calories a day;

- More than 300,000 youths and girls currently
are serving as child soldiers around the
world. Many are less than 10 years old;
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- Then million children under the age of five
die each year, the majority from preventable
diseases and malnutrition;

- Today 1.1 billion people remain without safe
water and 2.4 billion are without adequate
sanitation.

These statistics, and many others like them,

reveal a world awash in injustice, conflict and

violence.

Many people in our world today also shout
peace when there is no peace. They give oth-
ers false hopes that things are improving through
political promises, development programs that
ignore the roots of violence and conflict and
through economic structures that can not pro-
duce the roots of violence and conflict and
through economic structures that can not pro-
duce the benefits promised. Other leaders not
only nod their heads in agreement but also
strongly affirm these false hopes and, with beau-
tifully painted arguments we call whitewash,
make that false peace look more plausible and
probable. In truth, however, their words are like
putting a pile of loose stones or bricks together
and throwing some slushy whitewash upon
them. When this promise of peace collapses
and the whitewash runs into the gutter people
will then ask, “what has become of all your prom-
ises of peace, and assurance of safety and pros-
perity; your smooth words and plausible argu-
ments; your specious pretences, and flattering
prophecies?”

Structures that need to be beautified with
whitewash are not built on a foundation of justice.
Justice is the keyword and in reality, we do not
build peace, but rather we build justice, and once
justice exists in all our economic, political and
social relationships, peace can and will emerge.
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In the original Hebrew and
Greek, the words for justice are
the same as those rendered
“righteousness.” Justice had
primarily to do with conduct in
relation to others, especially
with regard to the rights of oth-
ers. In a larger sense justice
is not only giving to others their kJ
rights, but involves the active
duty of establishing their rights.

[sis [nternational Manila

institutions, systems and
structures from the bottom-up.

Suffering does not know
boundaries —religions, gender,
national or ethnic. In suffering,
people come together for they
know that their survival de-
pends on unity. As people com-
mitted to building justpeace,
we too must come together
without concern for religious

Sandra Torrgios/

(Justpeace is, therefore, a peace that emerges
as the injustices of the world are transformed
and rights are restored for all people. This peace
goes beyond simple treaties or contracts. It
goes beyond programs that simply help peo-
ple live a bit more comfortable within systems
and structures that are oppressive and unjust.
It recognizes the history, the culture and the
complexity of a conflict and it tries to address
each of those creatively and courageously.
Justpeace takes into consideration all forms of
conflict and injustice, including economic vio-
lence, political violence, social violence, cul-
tural violence, gender violence, ethnic violence,
etc. Each of these forms of violence is created
by injustice and to create a justpeace these
injustices must be transformed.

To build justpeace, we must have move-
ments that are rooted deeply in the marginalized
communities and to be successful it is required
that our movements not only address the is-
sues of these communities but also provide
means of participation suited to these commu-
nities, empower them, make them fully wel-
come and comfortable, and reflect their values
and aspirations to the rest of the world.

It is not only a movement of protest, but a
movement of transformation — building counter

affiliation, gender, nationality or ethnicity for that
is what is demanded of us by those who are
most victimized by violence. Our coming to-
gether with the marginalized without regard to
our differences reflects our vision of a future glo-
bal community of justpeace — the Reign of God.

To overcome the above mentioned problems
and challenges, then, as a starting point, the
WSCF, Asia Pacific together with all SCMS in
this region can ensure that:

- Every activity is designed in such a way that
it reflects upon and finds creative ways to
act upon the structural forms of economic,
political and social violence in the society;

- All programs should make justice a primary
focus of activities, for it is only when there
is justice in our local, national, regional and
global relationships that peace can emerge;

- Emphasize awareness raising of the
churches and students of Asia to the roots
of injustice and encouraging them to have
the wisdom and courage to confront those
roots of injustice and work for true transfor-
mation of the economic, social and political
structures.

Chiang Mai, early autumn 2006
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in a local church in North Sumatra, Indonesia

Rev. Letirio Panjiatan

The Bible has far more to say about God'’s
will for economic life than most of us realize.
And those teaching are presented as “spiritual”
issues, not just “material” concerns. We know
of course that God liberated the Hebrew peo-
ple from slavery in Egypt and brought them to
the Promised Land, so that they might be God's
people and live according to God’s command-
ments. Leviticus 25 tells us how they were to
order their social-economic-spiritual life, and it
offers fundamental challenges for us today.

Before going into details of this chapter, we
should briefly consider its background and con-
text. This material was probably put together
when the remaining tribes of Israel were return-
ing from exile (6" century B.C.), but its roots to
go back to the founding of their nation (13" cen-
tury B.C.) and its reflects the concerns of the
prophets during the monarchy (11" to 6" centu-
ries B.C.). The chapter summarizes God's com-
mandments regarding the Sabbath Year (every
7 years) and the jubilee year (every 50 years).
Much of the focus is on ownership of the land,
which was the primary source of economic life,
social life and even family and personal life.

Itis easy to see that mandates for the Sab-
bath year and the jubilee year are addressed

8 ] PRAX 1 S| No.
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to one of the most burning problems of ancient
Israel, of Jesus’ day and even for our own gen-
eration. The land, like other resources for eco-
nomic life, tends to fall into the hands of a few
who become rich, and the majorities become
poor. In ancient times most the people live off
the land. When their crops failed, they went
into debt: and if they were enable to pay back
their debt (often with very high interest), they
lost their land. Than they become sharecrop-
pers, day laborers or even slaves. They might
eventually be forced into bagging, prostitution,
and other “unclean” work, as their families faced
severed undernourishment and disease and fi-
nally death.

The teaching about the Sabbath year and
jubilee year (compare Deuteronomy 15:1-18)
are a direct and revolutionary (though non-vio-
lent) response to that social and economic
problem, which at times became the central
issue in Israel’s life and a central concern of
Israel's God.

It is important to note how directly these
mandates are related to Israel’s faith. The ju-
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bilee was to be proclaimed on the Day of
Atonement, the most sacred day of the year.
On that day and only on that day the high
priest entered the Holy of Holies to offer sac-
rifices for the cleansing of the temple, the
priesthood and the people; and a goat was
sent to the desert of symbolize the expul-
sion of their sin. The fulfillment of the jubilee
mandates themselves are based on the fun-
damental beliefs of Israel.

The jubilee and Sabbath year mandates are
not arbitrary or isolated teaching. They express
the fundamental logic of God’s intervention in
human and cosmic history. The God of exo-
dus, who delivered the Hebrew people out of
slavery in Egypt into a “land flowing with milk
and honey”, had every right to expect them to
resist and reverse the very human but sinful
tendencies towards wealth and poverty, domi-
nation and alienation. God’s justice, which is
based on God'’s saving grace, demands full-
ness of life for all the people.

This concern was expressed repeatedly
by The Old Testament prophets. In Isaiah
61:1-2a (compare Isaiah 58:6) we find a di-
rect reference to the jubilee year as “the year
of the Lord’s favor”, that passage was in turn
used by Jesus to explain the central concern
of his ministry (Luke 4:16-31). Several of the
prophets were so vehement about God'’s de-
mand for justice that they called into ques-
tion into very worship of Israel and foretold
the destruction of the temple. In the same
way Jesus confronted the religious establish-
ment of His time, which was linked with the
wealthy landholders, the temple state and the
Roman Empire.

In fulfillment of the jubilee mandates Jesus
brought good news to the poor as the breaking

in of God’s reign, as the release of those in
prison (most of whom were there because of
debts), as recovery of sight to the blind and
healing of all kind of diseases, as liberation of
the oppressed. He taught that God’s reign would
comfort those who mourn, give land back to
the meek and fill the hungry with justice. Not
only did He heal the sick, but the broke the
taboos that marginalized people, above all the
unclean, the sinners, woman, and children, and
He gave them first priority in God’s reign. To do
this He had to challenge the guardians of the
social, economic, political and religious sys-
tem. First the scribes and the Pharisees, later
the Herodians and Sadducees, finally the high
priests.

Jesus taught his disciples to pray for the
coming of God’s reign, to forgive debts, to serve
one another with humility and to be ready to
give their life as He was bound to do.

Having considered these important biblical
teaching, we must ask ourselves how faithful
we are to God’s commandments as they are
expressed in terms of the jubilee and Sabbath
year. How can we bring good news to the poor,
release to prisoners, sight to the blind, libera-
tion to the oppressed? We must bring this
mandates down to our daily lives in concrete
ways, remembering that Jesus, through small
acts of healing and caring and even by diso-
beying legalistic regulation, was breaking down
the walls of oppression and bringing in God'’s
reign.

At the same time we must relate the cen-
tral mandates of Leviticus 25 and Deuteronomy
15:1-18 to the central crisis of our time. And
we must pray for the coming of God’s reign in
terms of the biblical in response to the struggle
of all God’s people of fullness of life.
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Suggestion for Discussion

1. What does it mean to give “rest
to the land” (Lev.25:5)? Can this
be applied today to an ecosys-
tem about to collapse, leading
to planetary death?

10

. In your community how does

the increasing concentration in
fewer hands of the resources
necessary to participate in
economy, society, and life as a
whole affect the people? What
are some creative ways of real-
location available resources for
the life and well-being of all
God'’s people and all of crea-
tion?

. What does it mean today to free

the salves? Could this call for
liberation be applied to peasants
and workers at all levels that are
subject without appeal to the
“invisible hands” of the market
and thus permanently exposed
to the threat of layoff, which can
mean economic death?

. The debts which many poor

countries owe to foreign banks,
governments, and financial in-
stitutions are now being used
to enforce their submission to
outside economic power, who
are requiring them to dismantle
social welfare system to the
point of bringing about what
some call ungovernability, and
others refer to as social explo-
sion. How do these “jubilee”
texts speak to this situation?

The WSCF AP Human Rights Workshop was held
from 3 to 10 September in Parapat, North Sumatra,
Indonesia. It brought together participants from across
the region, to discuss issues of human rights, the way
they affect our individual countries and ways in which
participants could be, or already are, involved in our
work as part of WSCF or as ASCM.

How can | begin to describe such a tumultuous
experience? The workshop itself began with a day of
Indonesian presentations, and | am sorry to say that
unfortunately my ‘aduh! Makan ini pedas sekali’ (wow,
this food is hot) speaking level was not up to a discus-
sion about the effect of neo-liberal policy on the Asia-
Pacific region. However, despite this incomprehensible
beginning, the workshop was profoundly educative,
challenging, and change making.

The first (‘fecumenical English’) conversation | had
began deceptively with ‘hello, how did you sleep?’ but
was quickly followed by ‘Do you think Australia really
has a place in the Asia-Pacific?’ Well that was a wake-
up question, but what followed was an amazing shar-
ing of national identities, and an understanding of how
all our identities are manifold, complex and flexible.

However, the experience that left the deepest im-
pression on me was during exposure. We stayed with
a community who has been severely environmentally
and socially affected by a local pulp plant (for a sum-
mary of their situation see the article by Jasmine and I,
pp. 14-15). We listened to the local people share their
experiences, hopes and sorrows. The local pastor with
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with her hos¢ in Forses, [ndonesia

whom we were staying showed a small film he
made about the protests and people who had died.
The desolation and powerlessness | felt were over-
whelming, and | could not stop tears from falling.

One of the older women said to me, ‘Why are
you crying? Don't cry. This is old history, it hap-
pened long ago.” My
tears were not for the

past, but rather for the
injustices of the past
that carry into our
present, for the futility
and the ugliness of the
world, for the change
we so desperately
seek which can seem
so out of reach.

The morning after this intense experience, our
host sat down in front of me and began, emotion-
ally, to speak. She said that my tears had made
her realise that she is not alone in her fight; that
all around the world perhaps, people felt their pain
and upheld them, directly and indirectly, through
similar struggles. (She began to cry). And that
perhaps what they had was still worth fighting for,
not giving up their struggle, not losing hope.

| was overwhelmed by her strength, compas-
sion and commitment. A mother of two, she spent
approximately two years in jail at the time as her
husband as a result of protesting, whilst her chil-
dren lived with family. She has seen friends from
the protests brutally injured, others killed, been
trampled on and then ignored by the government,
and yet has the strength to say they will continue
the fight. She was an inspiration.

These experiences brought so many emotions:
joy and amazement at the strength and beauty
of people; despair at the overwhelming facts of
life, so horrific, unstable, fear-inducing for so many

in our region; guilt for the blind complacency that
our life can sometimes bring; inspiration, with the
means to change and the dreams or an exist-
ence we can aspire to; but most of all, love.

Love of friends, known and unknown, under-
stood and confused, with our diverse backgrounds
that collided for a moment in space to share a
dream of betterment, a cry for change, a passion
for freedoms. Love of difference, the diverse reali-
ties that are the potential of the human race, so
many families, languages, dreams, sorrows,
struggles, songs, frowns and smiles...

One of the memories that will continue to in-
spire me is of our ‘every-night solidarity night'.
After the first day of information overload, discus-
sion, sharing, coffee and rice, people gravitated
to a common area to sit and chat. The chat soon
became song requests, and then a festival of sing-
ing and (occasionally) dancing. | remember lis-
tening to Myo Tun, a representative of Myanmar
who did not speak much during the day, but when
pressed sang us a song in his own language. He
said, ‘This song is called Broken Heart', and then
began to sing. Everyone in the room sat silent
and transfixed by the sound of his voice and the
guitar. Not understanding what he sang, we none-
theless shared a moment of unity in appreciation
of the beauty in another. The motivation for hu-
man rights begins when we see all people as
equal in dignity, as from that stems our desire for
equality and justice.

Throughout the workshop, | was increasingly
made aware of the blessings we have in our Aus-
tralian life. Criticisms of government, law and law
enforcement can be made. We can act. We can
speak out. We have these freedoms, these
choices and this life. Therefore examine the im-
pact your actions have, speak up about injustice
and call for change.
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Cee e Youth for Change. . . .
.................. by Anna Cho. .

. . Anna hails from.KSCF. had. spent.3.months with an NGO, .

Youth for Change (Y4C) for two months already.

Atfirst, | did not have much confidence because
| was not familiar with Malaysia. | was worried
about the things | could do to contribute in Y4AC,
and especially with my poor English, | was
afraid | would have many communication prob-
lems. However, my worries were gone when |
met Khai Loon and Yee Ling (the staff at YAC).
Their smiles and kind attitude made me com-
fortable and confident. During the past 2 months,
| have several valuable and life-changing expe-
riences. Sometimes, | would lose confidence
when things | intended to do did not turn out
well or when | did not do the things as were
expected. But Khai Loon and Yee Ling would
say to me every time: “Anna you can do it,” |
was really encouraged by these motivating
words. Importantly, these encouragements in-
spired me to transfer my concerns into action.

| started to participate in many demon-
strations, rallies and discussion groups during
the internship period. Before | came here, | was
not particularly interested in politics and dem-
onstrations. | used to think, “if | were to partici-
pate in all these, will real changes be made?”
Thus, | was not interested to participate in the
events organised by the social and civil move-
ments. But, as | participated in the Y4C pro-
grammes, they transformed me. | still remem-
ber, in the first time | participated in a demon-
stration, | had just wanted to be an on-looker or

observer. However, from that experience, | rec-
ognised little by little, the importance of dem-
onstrations and rallies. These represent the
voice of the people who often are not heard,
and their concerns not considered important
and are brushed aside by the authorities. Even
though their voices may be small but they are
there to make themselves heard, and for other
people who are not aware of their concerns,
understand their struggles.

One of the reasons why many people
are not interested in participating social poli-
tics and civil society is probably because of
their attitude which says about defeat even with-
out trying. However, what do we expect for any
changes if we only sit and do nothing! | always
think we cannot make any changes, but | did
not think what | could do to make the
changes. The internship with Y4C is a good
experience for me, it teaches me that it is pos-
sible to change when we start to be interested
in the experience and struggles of the people.
It is possible for me to make a difference be-
cause | am young and have the energy, pas-
sion and courage! Speaking from my experi-
ence, | encourage all students and youth to
step forward and participate in the social ad
civilmovements in their own countries, and join
in the struggles for a world of peace, justice,
equality and freedom!
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WOMEN'S SPACE

The realization of women’s sexual and re-
productive health and rights, including ensur-
ing access to appropriate reproductive technolo-
gies, has been a cornerstone in the fights for
women’s human rights and freedoms.

Reproductive technologies (RTs) tradi-
tionally refers to a range of devices and proce-
dures for assisting, preventing and/or manipu-
lating contraception, fertility and reproductive
practices. What makes new reproductive
technologies (NRTSs) different is not only their
increasing effectiveness and invasiveness, but
the globalized system of profit seeking and
control in which they are being advanced. Not
only are these technologies being used to ma-
nipulate contraception, fertility and reproduc-
tive practices, but they are creating new ways
to have and influence characteristics of poten-
tial children. Never before have reproductive
technologies been manufactured and marketed
with such intensity. Vast amounts of resources
are being put into these discoveries. Yet, the
dialogue as to the ethics, potential dangers and
consequences on women's bodies remains
largely uncritical and unbalanced, often neglect-
ing to examine the different experiences of NRTs
depending on location, class, race, and gender.

| | I111l No. 3, September

Why NRTs are Significant for Young Women?
Rich or poor, from the North or the South,
women will encounter NRTs. The question is
how, when and what NRT they will come
across. Do young women have access to infor-
mation about sexual and reproductive health
and rights including contraceptives and reproduc-
tive technologies? Younger women in certain parts
of the world are more accustomed to NRTs and
use them readily, often without realizing the
battles fought by earlier generations to ensure
availability of these technologies and reproduc-
tive rights. For others, their reproductive choices
are a constant battle. Yet, for the current gen-
eration constantly bombarded with new tech-
nologies of all kinds, new challenges arise.
These young women have been broughtupina
world where unprecedented resources are fil-
tered into the fields of science and technology.
This means they must engage with and advo-
cate in their own interests and in their own con-
texts - as NRTs affect young women differently.
Young women should be considering the fol-
lowing questions:
- What are the impacts of NRTs for/on me?
- How are NRTs being tested, marketed, pro-
moted in my community?
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- Are we becoming more accustomed to turn-
ing to techno-fixes for other’s problems, or
challenges?

- Have we become more likely to accept NRTs
without critical investigation of side effects
or potential dangers?

- Who makes the decisions about the crea-
tion and control of NRTs?

Without critical interrogation of NRTSs,
women remain passive recipients and the
pawns of multi-billion dollar NRT industries. As
debates emerge around NRTs and their poten-
tial for misuse [1], and as young women be-
come more aware of their reproductive rights,
women can be a crucial force in critiquing and
ensuring just and safe production and market-
ing of these technologies. They are also a new
generation within women’s movements and
have an opportunity to shed light on issues that
are of importance to them, shifting the debates
and contextualizing critical issues.

The Historical Context
As NRTs become more common and as
more are promised, it is important to remem-
ber their historical and social context. Wom-
en’s previous experiences with contraceptive
and other technologies can be applied
to NRTs, particularly as
control of women'’s bodies
and choices is taking
new forms and greater
invasiveness. Repro-
ductive technologies
enable control and
choice over repro-
ductive decisions.
Women have always
controlled their own

fertility, largely without the direction of a pre-
dominantly male medical establishment. Over
the course of the 19th and 20th centuries, medi-
cine became a profession performed in hospi-
tals and doctors’ offices, taking healing out of
the hands of women. Doctors began taking over
childbirth and other reproductive health matters
from midwives and traditional healers. West-
ern medicine developed very specific expertise
and control over women'’s bodies.

As women'’s health and reproduction be-
came increasingly medicalized, there were
other powerful ideas taking hold in North
America and Europe. Scientist Francis Galton
coined the term, eugenics, in 1883 to describe
how theories of heredity could be applied to
improving humanity by encouraging the ablest
and healthiest to reproduce. Eugenics was used
in the early 20th century to justify involuntary
sterilizations, laws forbidding interracial mar-
riages, and restrictive immigration in North
America and Europe. Adolf Hitler used these
ideas to justify his Nazi science experiments
in the 1930s and 40s. Today, eugenic ideas
still haunt family planning programs and repro-
ductive decisions, particularly for women living
in poverty who tend to be the targets of popula-
tion control policies.

Other influential ideas were those of Tho-
mas Malthus and his successors who focused
on population control as a solution to the prob-
lems of poverty and hunger. These ideas still
permeate population control and family plan-
ning, as well as NRT development. The tech-
nological infusion of materials, chemicals, hor-
mones and pharmaceuticals changed earlier
women-controlled contraceptive methods. Only
in the early 20th century did doctors and sci-
entists develop the capability to directly ma-
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nipulate reproductive functioning with contracep-
tives and birth control interventions. New meth-
ods of contraception and birth control exploded
after the 1950s. This boom in RTs over the fol-
lowing two decades included the discovery and
use of a variety of different types of birth control
pills and intrauterine devices (IUDs) - some
much more helpful or harmful to women than
others. Feminists have long been involved in
debates surrounding reproductive technologies,
fighting for access to birth control and abor-
tion, and in the 1970s and 80s, focusing on a
more holistic vision of health and well being and
working for reproductive rights.

Ome of the problems we are facing in develop-
ing countries in Latin America is that we have
prenatal testing but no abortion. Why are these
[new technologies] being brought into our coun-
tries without full reproductive rights? They
want to bring them in without engaging in the
possible problems of them. — Florencia Luna
(Argentina) [2]

The late 1970s marked a shift away from a
focus on contraception to assisted fertility tech-
nologies. The first test tube baby was born in
1978. In 1990, the Human Genome Project was
launched, and the ‘genome revolution’ [3] began
with health, pharmaceutical, and fertility research
focused predominantly on genes as the funda-
mental determinants of health. At the same
time, processes of globalization have eliminated
barriers to research, development, and dissemi-
nation of new reproductive technologies. In a
very short time, an explosion of technologies
related to assisted reproduction and ‘new and
improved’ contraceptive measures came into
research and development, followed by critiques

from a wide range of players including gender
equality advocates. Spanning the decade of the
90s, developments such as microbicides, fe-
male condoms, improvements in IVF (in vitro
fertilization) and other fertility treatments, nu-
merous experiments on genetic manipulation,
and cloning all came into fruition [4].

In addition to the technological develop-
ments mentioned here, there has been a major
shift of control of women'’s fertility to govern-
ments, family planning agencies, and develop-
ment organizations in recent decades. Uneven
control, Malthusian beliefs on population and
even eugenics have haunted many family plan-
ning policies [5]. Now, critics of the unrestrained
development of new human genetic technolo-
gies claim they have the potential to further
technologize new eugenic or racist ideologies
as well as exacerbate the differences between
rich and poor.

Some of The Forces at Play
Debates around NRTs are becoming in-
creasingly complex for a few reasons:
- The next generation of NRTs are sophisticated,
technologically advanced, and invasive;
- We have a new generation of women deal-
ing with them; and
- There are powerful forces acting and interact-
ing to define women'’s experiences of NRTs.
As these technologies are researched, de-
veloped, and marketed around the world, they
utilize and benefit from processes of globaliza-
tion and trade liberalization. To protect wom-
en’s rights we must incorporate the global na-
ture of business, international institutions, gov-
ernments, and science and technology into our
analysis of NRTs, keeping in mind how women
in differing realities and locations are exposed
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to technology. We also must consider the prof-
itability of technology, and the complexity of
decision-making processes - that is, how and
why decisions are made to introduce and pro-
mote NRTs in our communities.

Corporatization

‘Choice’ implies that you have options. In a
market context, this means that you have things
to buy and money to buy them. In an increas-
ingly globalized, corporatized world, marketing
of NRTs has become an important influence on
their use and perception by women. For in-
stance, some birth control pills in North
America have been marketed to young women
as treatments for acne. Increasingly, reproduc-
tive technologies are being marketed in both
the North and the South. Some have identified
an emerging trend in ‘reproductive tourism’.
Women will travel to other countries to either
avoid the legal restrictions in their home coun-
try or take advantage of lower prices for NRTs.
For example, an IVF clinic in India advertises
on the internet that their prices are cheaper than
in the US and UK because, Indian doctors, like
Indian computer professionals, have proven they
are as good as anyone in the world, but because
India is still a developing country, they charge
much less than their colleagues in the West [6].

Marketing of technologies is an incredibly
contentious issue, particularly as multinational
pharmaceutical companies spend more money
on promoting their drugs than on research and
development [7]. The marketing of ‘next gen-
eration’ assisted fertility technologies is an
example of this and it also plays on the desire
for the ‘perfect baby’ - by encouraging women
to use NRTs to filter out perceived defects and
choose socially desirable characteristics of their

future children. The technological pursuit of ‘per-
fection’ reinforces the notion that perfection
exists, and can be purchased, or ensured
through techno-fixes. Many critics argue that
the motivations behind ‘improving’ our children
are dangerously close to a new kind of market-
based eugenics where those who can afford
the genetic analysis to screen out ‘defects’ and
select for desirable characteristics will be able
to do so through technology.

Bioethicist Arthur Caplan believes that “par-
ents will leap at the chance to make their chil-
dren smarter, fitter and prettier. Ethical con-
cerns will be overtaken by the realization that
technology simply makes for better children.” [8]

Fundamentalisms

Many fundamentalist ideologies seek to im-
pose an ideal of the family or of women that
limits reproductive rights and autonomy. We
have seen this for some time in the approach
to abortion and access to contraceptives. We
are seeing a mixture of responses to NRTSs.
These forces tend to be pro-life, pro-family, and
pro-natalist focused on promoting fertility within
the boundaries of the ‘traditional’ family.

Patriarchy

Most NRTs are developed within a West-
ern-based model consisting of the ‘medical,
male, rational’ as the ‘expert’ who designs ways
to control women'’s bodies - mostly in relation
to fertility control. Historically, women have
been seen as irrational; their bodies to be
tamed, controlled or colonized. The develop-
ment and marketing of NRTs is moving control
of procreation, not just contraception, further
into this male, rational and controllable world.
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In the meantime, women’s wombs are becom-
ing laboratories for invasive and often risky re-
productive technological interventions.

The development and use of NRTs has been
lead by men, seldom focused on women’s
needs, or on women’s health and rights. In fact,
many of the new fertility technologies, including
sperm sorting and cloning, were originally devel-
oped for animals, for use in food production. They
have now been aimed at women. Women'’s
bodies are increasingly becoming the suppli-
ers of genetic material for creating life outside
of the womb and providing the raw material for
scientific research driven by a patriarchal agenda.

Do NRTs Help or Hinder Women'’s Rights?

NRTs do both - help and hinder women'’s
rights. When women have access to them,
NRTs enhance women'’s reproductive freedom,
allowing them to further control their own fertil-
ity. But when NRTs are used as a part of popu-
lation control policies and forced sterilizations,
women'’s rights are certainly violated. Women'’s
rights are also hindered when their bodies are
used as testing sites for new reproductive tech-
nologies without adequate protection for their
rights, health, and for prior informed consent.
NRTs are increasingly able to help manipulate
the very characteristics, ways and qualities for
which eggs, embryos, and eventually children
are created and selected.

Some of the issues and new questions po-
tentially impacting on women'’s rights and gen-
der equality are:

* Corporations and industry seeking to
market new technologies are influenc-
ing structures regulating their develop-
ment. As industry has a substantial amount
of money, they tend to have a dispropor-
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tionate amount of lobbying power. As many
of the industries developing NRTs are located
in the North, this allows for a power imbal-
ance, where Northern values and priorities
dictate the agenda for the development and
regulation of NRTs. Agreat deal of the money
that goes into research comes from the pri-
vate sector, which has a vested interest in
ensuring that research and discoveries take
place [9]. Since governments need money
flowing into their economies, this leaves a
worrying situation where legislation is influ-
enced by capitalism and corporate interest.
What does this mean in terms of conflicts
of interest? How can corporations balance
the need for profit making with ensuring pub-
lic safety and ethical behaviour?

Quinacrine, originally used as a malaria drug,
has been used to chemically sterilize more than
100,000 women in around twenty developing
countries. [10]

While NRTs do give women some con-
trol, they are not necessarily the appro-
priate technologies for women’s needs.
For example, the quinacrine sterilization
method could provide a nonsurgical perma-
nent sterilization that is cheap and relatively
easy to administer.

Yet it is not the kind of technology that
women need and its potential for misuse is
great. The contraceptive pill is a similar
case: many women around the world use
this method of contraception, yet it does
not prevent the spread of sexually transmit-
ted infections like HIV/AIDS and requires
women to take daily doses of hormones
which in the long term may be harmful to
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their health. As more NRTs are developed,
including the next generation assisted fer-
tility technologies and the contraceptive vac-
cine; women must continue to ask ques-
tions about whether or not these are the
most appropriate technologies for them.
NRTs are changing human reproduction
- moving it from the bedroom to the labo-
ratory. NRTs present new dilemmas. For
instance, NRTs such as pre-implantation ge-
netic diagnosis, cloning, and even IVF are
beginning to redefine how human life is be-
ing created, as well as who and what can
be reproduced. Not only can an embryo now
be created outside of the body, but tech-
nologies such as the ‘artificial womb’ [11]
would allow for an embryo to be brought to
term entirely outside of the woman’s body
in an experimental environment. Serious
ethical questions arise in terms of how these
kinds of procedures will be tested. Can we
really replace a woman'’s body with some-
thing that is artificially created? Does some-
one who can afford to pay for this type of
technology have the ‘right’ to utilize it? Do
we want to be able to buy life?

Most NRTs are expensive, available only
to the richest in the world. Assisted fer-
tility NRTs have been sold to predominantly
rich women in the North, although increas-
ingly they are being marketed and sold to
the richest in the South as well, creating a
scenario of class-based discrimination. For
instance, testing of contraceptives, includ-
ing Norplant, Depo-Provera, and quinacrine
has been conducted on women living in pov-
erty. These two realities seem to indicate sepa-
rately evolving reproductive rights - where some
women have expanding choices and others
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have increasingly less. NRTs are exacerbat-
ing this difference. As the majority of the world’s
poor are women, this presents serious ques-
tions about who will actually be accessing
these types of technologies and why.
There is serious concern over the
commodification of human life and the
marketing of women’s bodies. The recent
trends of patenting life forms (both plants
and animals), genetic material and indig-
enous knowledge have evolved because the
owner of the patent can make increasing
amounts of money through the trade and
sales of the ‘product’ created. Policies in
some countries make the selling of one’s
eggs and surrogacy services (as products)
illegal [12]. These policies are based on a
principle of non-commaodification where it
has been recognized that the harvesting and
selling of life forms is problematic. Yet, even
as these practices are banned in some
countries, there remain opportunities and
reasons for women in other countries to
engage in them. Judy Norsigian (co-founder
of the Boston Women'’s Health Book Col-
lective) worries that financial incentives may
encourage low-income women to take un-
necessary risks to donate eggs for experi-
mentation by taking potentially dangerous
drugs or undergoing risky surgeries [13].

“The Council for Responsible Genetics (based
in the UL.S.) unequivocally supports a woman’s
right to make her own reproductive decisions.
However, we oppose the utilization of human
eggs and embryos for experimental manipula-
tions and as items of commerce because of the
potential for eugenic applications and health
risks to women and their offspring”. [14]
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NRTs are challenging choice as the cen-
tral value to reproductive rights. As new
guestions are raised, many feminists are
hesitant to endorse regulations that would
ban NRTs, because they fear a ban would
limit choice. The right to control or choose
one’s fertility is very different than applying
more commercial notions of choice. The use
of pro-choice language by those seeking to
promote NRTs "is likely to foster confusion
between the unprecedented and unjustifiable
practice of ‘enhancing’ the genetic makeup
of a future child, and the fundamental right
to end an unwanted pregnancy” according
to Marcy Darnvosky. To differentiate the use
of this language, she suggests “it will take
focused effort to make it clear that altering
the genes of one’s children and the genetic
legacy of humanity is not among the re-
productive rights for which so many
women and women'’s organizations have
struggled” [15]

HOW THE FORCES COLLIDE

The evolution of the HIV/ AIDS pandemic
has necessitated new technologies protect-
ing people from not only unwanted preg-
nancy (e.g. the Pill) but also from transmis-
sion of STIs - especially HIV (e.g.
microbicides and the female condom).
Questions surrounding the efficacy of such
technologies have been rife, including:
Why are we focusing on women-control-
led methods of protection? Are women re-
ally in a better place to negotiate their
sexual interactions than they were two
decades ago? Don't these technologies es-
sentially put responsibility for the pan-

demic in the private sphere and in the
hands of women? When are we going to
start focusing on gender inequalities and
male responsibility for reproduction and
protection from STIs and HIV? Question-
able use of resources and time are also key
issues being raised when developing
NRTs. Who will be able to access these?
Who is really going to benefit - those vul-
nerable to HIV, those who can afford to buy
the NRTs or the companies manufactur-
ing these products? Who is dictating the
research agenda for HIV/AIDS and how
are decisions surrounding the funding of
initiatives and campaigns being made; and
by whom? The responses to HIV / AIDS are
an illustration of how seemingly medical
issues become intertwined with political,
social and gender inequalities - often times
fuelling them.

The Way Forward

In order to promote women'’s health and

rights everywhere, we must be aware of new
and changing debates and ensure that critical
analysis takes into account the real effects of
NRTs on women'’s lives throughout the world:

Young women in particular, are a gen-
eration that has frameworks in place -
international human rights treaties and
programs of action - taking into account
sexual and reproductive rights. Young
women can use existing frameworks (such
as the outcome documents of the ICPD con-
ference [International Conference on Popu-
lation and Development] in 1994 and Beijing
in 1995) as entry points for mobilizing around
NRTs. This generation can ask: Who is de-
veloping these NRTs? For whom are they
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being developed? How can we be pro-active
in our activism and advocacy in order to
utilize existing mechanisms as well as
creating our own means in which to en-
sure the protection of all women’s health
and rights?

How can we ensure that the debate
around ‘choice’ is not used to divide
gender quality advocates - blurring the
much needed analysis and critical dia-
logue on NRTs? Are we comfortable with
the increasingly separate or stratified con-
cepts of reproductive rights, based on race,
class, and geographic location? The divi-
sion between women who can access
certain resources and those who cannot
is growing.

Who are our allies when addressing
NRTs? For instance, if we take a precau-
tionary stance around NRTs and their effect
on women'’s health and rights, it is essen-
tial to know who else is sounding alarm bells
and why. Certain fundamentalist groups are
very cautious when it comes to NRTs and
their use; however this is for entirely differ-
ent reasons than those of women'’s rights
advocates. Together with our allies we can
build networks, learn from each other’s ex-
periences and ensure women'’s health and
rights are protected.

The forces of globalization, capitalism,
patriarchy, scientific and medical estab-
lishments, and their impact on the crea-
tion, dissemination, and uptake of NRTs
has not been adequately contextualized
in existing debates and policies. Tech-
nologies are being created and marketed in
a global context like never before. Given
women’s experiences with reproductive
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technologies and past struggles for repro-
ductive rights, it is crucial that women’s
movements and gender equality advocates
take notice of the radical changes and act
together. Regulation and the protection of
women'’s rights before profits is our number
one priority.

SOME FACTS

3, September - December,

In vitro fertilization (IVF): a procedure
in which a woman’s eggs are removed
and fertilized in a laboratory.
Surrogacy: an arrangement where a
woman (the surrogate) bears a child for
another person.

Pre-implantation genetic diagnosis
(PGD): diagnosis through IVF which al-
lows parents/ doctors to choose which
embryos to implant.

Sperm sorting: the separation of male
sperm from female sperm before ferti-
lizing an egg.

Cloning: the creation of an exact copy
of existing genetic material.

Human cloning would involve creat-
ing cloned embryos with the intent of
implanting them in women to produce
children.

Research cloning: the creation of a
cloned embryo for research purposes -
for example, to make embryonic stem
cells. The first successful research clon-
ing experiments were announced in
February 2004.

Inheritable genetic modification (or
germline modification) would change
genes in eggs, sperm, or very early em-
bryos (this not yet happening).
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the violations”

I've read and heard stories about human rights
violations in the Philippines but it did not make
my “brain bleed” in shock and disbelief until | ac-
tually arrived Manila on the 3" of December, 2006.
As a Human Rights intern from WSCF-AP, | joined
an exposure program with human rights organi-
zations called KARAPATAN, an Alliance for the
Advancement of People’s Right's and the EMJP
(Ecumenical Movement for Justice and Peace).
My host were SCM Philippines members com-
posed of Dion Cefarron, Biyaya Quizon, and Leni
Valerio. They gave me a brief orientation of my
program and organized my itinerary during my
one and half month internship in the Philippines.
They also introduced me to the staff of Karapatan
and EMJP and arrange my temporary settlement
in Manila. They shared information about the cur-
rent Philippines situation that made me really ex-
cited about my internship.

The context of my internship has been atime
of an escalating violation of human rights in the
Philippines. More than 800 cases of political kill-
ings, 200 cases of abduction, and thousands of
human rights violations have been recorded by
Karapatan and EMJP within the period of the cur-
rent Philippine President Gloria Macapagal
Arroyo. Many of the victims are peasants, work-
ers, and indigenous people but there were also
party-list organizers, priests and pastors, human

rights defenders, lawyers, journalists, teachers,
and students.

Manila, Exposure with Karapatan and EMJP

| spent most of my time with Karapatan and
EMJP in their work around Manila. Karapatan is
aleading organization advancing and defending
human rights and helping human rights violations
victims. It has many programs such as, organiz-
ing and mobilizing mass campaign, joining na-
tional or international solidarity group/mission,
alliance work, human rights education and serv-
ices (paralegal training, provide Fact Finding Mis-
sion, services to political prisoners consist of the
following: health service, legal service, facilitation
of family/ relatives visits, etc), documentation
work, etc.

The second organization | worked with is the
EMJP that was conceived as one of the leading
centers for human rights and anti-militarization
campaigns during the dark days of martial law in
the Philippines, some of their activities are: advo-
cates for just and lasting peace; monitors and
documents violations of human rights and inter-
national humanitarian law arising from
militarization; conduct research; conduct fact-find-
ing missions; generates material and financial
support for its advocacy, services, and anti-
militarization campaigns; establishes a broad
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network, etc. Because it was Christmas season
and | had very limited time, | just involved in some
of their activities/ program.

Manila, Documentation and Surveillance
One of the important thing | learned from my
experience with Karapatan is documentation work
to pursue and advocate cases of human rights
violations. In Karapatan, | learned how to organ-
ize case files of victims of human rights viola-
tions. All the known cases are filed by year and
every case has its own file. For example, the
political killing documents file should contain:
Fact Sheet, Autopsy Letter (if possible), Post
Mortem Examination Letter from Municipal Health
Office, Affidavit letter/s, News clipping, Fact Find-
ing Mission Report, Minute of the Hearings, and
other documents that are related to the case. A
documentation officer is assigned to the case that
will always update the documents depending on
progress of the case, and they also have to make
the summary for all the case monthly and yearly.
From 6" to 7" December 2006, | visited
Karapatan's “safe house” or refuge to help take
care of the victims, witnesses, or their families
who felt unsafe or have been threatened. During
my visit to this house | met with a young girl named
Malaya whose parents were abducted/ disap-
peared since November
2006 in Davao, Mindanao. |
accompanied her with other
victims, Merdeka and Myra
to look for her parents in sev-
eral military camps and hos-
pitals in Manila. Before we
wentto look for her parents,
Karapatan/ EMJP staff pre-
pared all the documents and
letter about this case. We

Melva [center) with Donato Continente [left),
poliical prisoner for more (han L5 years, and 4
relative of viciims of extrgudicial Killings.

started by sending the letters to the Human Rights
Commission of Philippines office and the ICRC
(International Committee of the Red Cross). These
agencies conducted an investigation of Malaya
as she is the reporter of the case. The next day,
accompanied by a lawyer, we looked for the miss-
ing persons at Camp Hospital (Private Military
Hospital), we checked the register list; unfortu-
nately we didn't found their name on the list yet.
Believing that the military were involved in this
case, we went to the safe houses of Camp
Aguinaldo and Camp Crame (Police Hospital),
but the military officer didn’t allow us to enter; we
just checked the register list and gave them the
picture of Malaya’s parents. The last place we
visited was Philippines Army Hospital at Fort
Bonafacio, Makati City. Before we left this place,
we gave them the letters prepared by Karapatan/
EMJP to give them information in case they find
these disappeared people in their custody.

Cebu, US Militarism Conference

| attended the US Militarism Conference in
Cebu City, in the central provinces of the Philip-
pines (1 hour by flight from Manila). When we
arrived in Cebu City, we were informed that the
ASEAN (Association of Southeast Asian Nations)
Summit was postponed until January 2007 be-
cause of a powerful typhoon
that was predicted to pass-
through Cebu province.
Later | found out that the “ty-
phoon” was only a flimsy
excuse by the authorities
because the Philippine gov-
ernment is not prepared to
hold the meeting amid the
volatile political situation in
the country. The confer-
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ences, which brought together 230 local and for-
eign participants, were not affected by the post-
ponement of the summit and pushed through with
the event until December 11. The Asia Pacific
Research Network (APRN) is one of the organiz-
ers of the Conference on Jobs and Justice, and
the Conference on US Militarism and War on Ter-
ror. The later aims to raise awareness and under-
standing on the US war on terror and how it is
being used to advance its economic and politi-
cal interests in the region.

On the occasion of International Human Rights
Day on December 10, all the conference par-
ticipants together with the local and national
organizations conducted wide rallies that as-
sembled at Fuento Osmena (center of the city)
and marched to the “Malacanang” of the South,
where the President holds office every time she
is in Cebu City. The rally highlighted issues
about the rising cases of political killings, trade
union repression, and human rights abuses in
the Philippines.

Cebu, ILPS

Another conference | attended was the ILPS
(International League for People Struggle) East
Asia and Oceania Consultative Conference with
the theme “Advance Peoples’ Solidarity and Strug-
gle for Liberation and Democracy against Imperi-
alist Plunder and War”. It just took one whole day
and 150 participants from local, national, and in-
ternational attended.

Cavite, Fact Finding Mission

A Fact Finding Mission (FFM) is the best way
to gather all the information, evidence from the
actual source. In this process, we assume that
the data gathered from police investigation is not
credible, so we must make our own investigation

according to the case. This time | joined a FFM
that was related to the Killings of the Leader Labor
Union of EMI (EDS Manufacturing Inc.) - Yazaki,
Jesus Buth Servida on 12" December 2006 in
Cavite, a province south of Manila. He was killed
by motorcycle gunmen, and two other were also
wounded, Joel Sali and Kenny Mari Savero. At
least 30 of us were part of the FFM, the leader
reminded us to be careful because sometimes
there were harassments during the investigation;
that is why we have to gather a lot of people to do
the FFM. The Mission took a whole day, because
we had to prepare the team that consisted of team
leader, negotiator, documentation, and the mar-
shals. We gathered all information that we have
from Joel Sali, one of the survivors at DLSU (De
La Salle University) Medical center in Cavite, where
he was being treated. Then we went to the fac-
tory, where the incident took place; we took pic-
tures and interviewed some of the workers in the
factory. The last place we visited was the victim's
house. We interviewed Buth Servida’s family.

Visited Political Prisoner, at New Bibilid
Prison (NBP), Muntinlupa City

| also joined “Paskuhan sa NBP” (Christmas
at the New Bilibid Prison) organized every year
by human rights workers and advocates under
SELDA (Samahan ng mga Ex-Detainees Laban
sa Detensyon at Para sa Amnestiya or Associa-
tion of Ex-Detainees Against Detention and For
Amnesty) on 21%, December 2006. There are 20
political prisoners still inside the NBP as of this
year. Recently, 3 prisoners have been released,
they are Modesto Tobias, Julito Tobias, and Ramil
Orgasan; all were in prison for 17 years.

The New Bilibid Prison (NBP) is located in
Muntinlupa, south of Manila. We started from
Karapatan office at 7.00am and arrived at 9:30
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am, we were given until 3:30 pm to finish our pro-
gram inside NBP. The group was composed of
25 people. We brought food, presents, etc for the
detainees. We were not allowed to bring cell
phones inside the prison, but they let us brought
the cameras. The objectives of this program were
to gather families and friends of the political de-
tainees on Christmas day, to strengthen and also
to share the latest information out and inside the
prison. During the program, | recalled one politi-
cal prisoner making an interesting speech say-
ing, "Yes, it is true that we are inside this prison
now, but when we are released from this prison,
we will enter the bigger prison that is the Philip-
pines nation, because there is still no peace and
justice out there”. Hearing this statement led me
to ask questions of the reality of life outside prison.

There are still a lot of human rights violations
that | am unable to mention one by one in this
short report. At least 4 people have been killed
since | arrived 3 weeks ago, and the number of
political killing, abduction/ kidnapping, harass-
ment, massactre, forcible displacement, etc re-
lated to the human rights violations keep rising
every day. Most of the attacks were carried out
by unidentified assailants on motorcycles, at
times wearing face masks, who were often de-
scribed as “vigilantes” or hired killers allegedly
linked to AFP (Armed Forces of Philippines) mem-
bers. Who can stop these? When it will be
stopped? | believe it is not only happening here in
the Philippines, it might also happen in my coun-
try, Indonesia, or in your country.

“No one may be deprived of these rights and
freedoms, whether by virtue of race, color, class,
ethnicity, gender, creed, political, or other opin-
ion. Anyone violating these rights and freedom
violates not only the rights of the victims but also
their human dignity.”
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The CCA WSCF Joint Program (CWP) Com-
mittee met at the Church of Christ in Thailand
(CCT) Guest House in Bangkok, Thailand from
Nov 10to 12, 2006. Attending the meeting were
Rev. Dr. Roger Gaikwad, Ms. Nina Nayoan,
Necta Montes Rocas from WSCF AP, and Ms.
Chang Chung Chih and Mr. Lesley Capus from
CCA. CCAintern Abigail Peter was also present
to record the minutes of the meeting. The CWP
meeting's main agenda was to plan the CWP
joint activities in 2007, which includes the
School for Ecumenical Leadership Formation
(SELF) in September 2007 in Sri Lanka or Ko-
rea, and the National Coordinator's and Gen-
eral Secretaries Meeting in November 2007 in
Chiangmai. A brief review of the 2005 plans was
also shared, specifically the National Consul-
tation Meeting in Thailand organized by SCM
Thailand and CCT Youth in December 2006 and
the Baseline Research Project on Student Min-
istry in Asia Pacific. The meeting discussed
the problems and the current priorities and pro-
grams of each organization and how it affected
level of priorities and participation in joint un-
dertakings and partnerships with other organi-
zation. While a major shift was noted in CCA's
program structure affecting the CWP, both or-
ganizations re-affirmed their commitment to
strengthen their partnership and pursue joint
plans in 2007 and beyond.
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WSCF AP Holds Human Rights Workshop

on Human Rights and Neoliberalism

The WSCF AP Human Rights Workshop was held
in Medan and Parapat, Indonesia last Septem-
ber 9 to 12, 2006. It was attended by 30 young
people from member movements in Asia and the
Pacific and was hosted by the Medan branch of
GMKI. Working on the theme "Human Rights and
Neoliberalism”, the participants learned through
the different inputs, sharing, group discussions
and exposure the impact of neoliberal economic
policies on the human rights of people.

The resource persons, Dr. Philip Watunga from
the Asian Human Rights Commission (AHRC)
provided the tools in understanding basic human
rights concepts, the human rights situation in dif-
ferent Asian countries and mechanism and rem-
edies available locally and internationally
to address and respond to the violations of rights
in all forms. Dr. Tony Waworuntu from the Chris-
tian Conference of Asia (CCA) elaborated on the
context of the geo-political situation in Asia Pa-
cific and how it is affecting the massive violation
of people’s rights in the region, the role of US in
the worsening peace and conflict situation in many
countries around the world. Suchjar Effendi from
Institute of Global Justice focused his presenta-
tion on the historical development of
neoliberalism, its present form and its impact
on the growing poverty in the region. The
three bible studies led by Rev. Leritio Panjaitan
from HKBP Church in Indonesia provided biblical
reflections on the theme focusing on the Jubilee
Year (Lev. 25), a community of sharing (John 6),
missionary community (Matthew 9). The students
and youth response was facilitated by Rey Asis
of Asian Student Association (ASA).

The sharing and story-telling prepared by SCM
Philippines chairperson Dion Ceffaron highlighted
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extra-judicial killings among the youth and stu-
dent activist in the Philippines and appealed to
all the SCMers to join them in their campaign to
stop the killings. Immanuel, general secretary of
SCM Sri Lanka presented reports on the esca-
lating violence brought about by the on-going
armed conflict between the LTTE and the govern-
ment forces in the North-east part of the country.
He added that the failure of the Human Rights
Commission to respond to this situation and the
collapse of the rule of law in Sri Lanka. Myanmar
SCM representative Tuntun Oo talked about forced
labor and migration in Myanmar, while SCM India
representative Preeti Abraham discussed the child
labor and women'’s oppression in India brought
about by caste system. These stories have al-
lowed participants to reflect on the similarities in
the issues and draw an analysis on human rights
and neoliberalism as an over-arching theme.

The exposure to Porsea village in North Sumatra,
where the indigenous Batak people have been
struggling against the giant pulp factory called
the Toba Pulp L (TPL), formerly known as the
IndoRiopgenabled the participants to-see; observe
and listen to the stories of the people on how the
factory has destroyed the environment, the peo-
ple’s means of livelihood and commun‘l@ life in
general. In addition, community leaders in
Porsea were impri
were killed intheir st
of the factory. The case in Porsea clearly illus-
trates the imp:?ﬂj:neb-liberal policies adoptggl
by Indonesian governments in collusion with the
private compahhl‘es and military in the massive vio-
lation of people’s rights to their ancestral land,
right to livelihood, civil and political rights. This
exposure experience was truly inspiring and for
all of the participants.
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The workshop ended with the following statement from the participants:

Statement of the Workshop on Human Rights - Neoliberalism
Gerakan Mahasiswa Kristen Indonesia - World Student Christian Federation
Parapat, Indonesia, 9 September 2006

We, the Student Christian Movements representing the World Student Christian Federation of the
Asia-Pacific region, including Australia, Bangladesh, Cambodia, India, Indonesia, Myanmar,
Philippines, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, South Korea, Hong Kong and Taiwan, gathered in Parapat,
North Sumatera, from the 3" to 10" of September 2006, have discussed and addressed neoliberalism
and its impact and relation to the burning human rights issues in the Asia-Pacific region.

Itis our resolve that neoliberalism takes form in modern economic theories, promoting the market
mechanisms and the free enterprise (policies of liberalisation, privatisation and deregulation)
further aggravate the conditions of poverty. Neoliberalism is responsible for the majority of human
rights violations in the region, such as the creation of landlessness in the society (contradicting the
basic right to property), commodification of labor and environmental destruction.

The human rights situation in the Asia-Pacific region is worsening rapidly. The issues of
torture, extra-judicial killings and enforced disappearances cause structural poverty, curtail-
ment of the freedom of expression and persistent inequalities - although freedom to practise
these rights is guaranteed in the constitutions of most countries - which are blatantly carried
out throughout the region.

We came to the conclusion that we, the SCMers further raise our commitment to act in all
levels; global, regional, national and local, in the fight against the rampant human rights
abuses perpetuating in the region and the impact and relation of neoliberalism to these abuses.
This will include the work of human rights advocacy on a regional scale.

Specific actions taken to facilitate our campaign will be the establishment of platforms for informa-
tion exchange, publicity and campaign where violations occur as well as building networks
through student, church and other advocacy organizations, working on a common regional theme

and formation of a Human Rights Committee to coordinate human rights campaigns in the region.

Together, we will stand united wheresoever there may oc-
cur situations of injustice and poverty, amongst any of our

brothers and sisters in the Asia-Pacific region.

Justice for all the victims of human rights violations!
No to neoliberal globalisation! Down with US imperialism!
Justice and peace for all!

Participants of the WSCF AP 2006 Human Rights Workshop

| | 11111 No. 3, September - December, 2006 | PR A X 1 S | 27



WSCF AP holds SET 2006 Program

The WSCF AP Student Empowerment for
Transformation (SET) programme in 2006
was held on 12-22 November at the Student
Christian Center in Bangkok, Thailand.
Sixteen (16) participants from the National
Movements of Bangladesh, Cambodia, Hong
Kong, India, Japan, Korea, Myanmar, Philip-
pines, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Taiwan,
Timor Leste as well as an intern from the
Ecumenical Youth and Gender desk of the
Christian Conference of Asia (CCA), partici-
pated in this 10-day empowering programme
on the theme “Interfaith and Education”. SET
2006 was kindly hosted by Thailand SCM
with the support from the Student Christian
Center (SCC) in Bangkok.

The inputs in the SET programme include an
overview of Interfaith and Education by Ruki
Fernando of Forum Asia, Bible Study from
Rev. Dr. Roger Gaikwad, WSCF AP Chairper-
son, presentations on the Islam and Christian
faiths, Perspectives on Women from different
Faiths from Hope Antone of CCA, a Student
Panel Presentation from student representa-
tives from KSCF, SCM Bangladesh, and
Timor Lester. There were Exposure to the
different faith-related organisations, as well as
Organisational Skills Training to help
strengthen the participants’ understanding on
movement building, critical social analysis and
Christian theology from the SCM perspective.
There were also 2 night sessions of Women
and Men Caucuses where the participants
shared their reflections on pertinent topics
such as Patriarchy and Sexuality.

on Inter-faith and Education

The Exposure brought the participants to visit
the Saengtham College which is a Catholic Edu-
cational Institution supporting project to the po-
litical migrants from Myanmar. The political mi-
grants were offered free academic education
and the certification for future job hunting in this
institution. After the visit to Saengtham College,
the participants went to the Huay Nam Nak
Village in Radburee bordering between
Myanmar and Western Thailand where they met
the Karen Christians who have no legitimate
national identity due to the political division of
the two countries and which do not want to
claim any responsibility to these Karan people
living at the border. The participants learned from
the villagers the struggles they experienced as
people without any national identity and social
rights. Having spent a night with the villagers,
the participants moved on to visit a Muslim
Mosque and the Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya
University which is an academic institution for
Buddhist studies. In these two places, the par-
ticipants have exchanges with the religious
clergy of both Islam and Buddhism to under-
stand more on the Islamic and Buddhist faiths
and their practices.

WSCF General Secretary Michael Wallace and his family visited Hong
Kong from December 3 to 6, 2006. During this visit he met with Yip Kok
Choong, Shella Zagada and Lakshan Dias from the Asia Alliance of YMCA,
SCM Hong Kong members at Chinese University of Hong Kong, Rose
Wu of Hong Kong Christian Institute, and senior friend Theresa Carino of
Amity Foundation. A welcome dinner was hosted by WSCF AP at the
regional office, where senior friends, students and staff joined the event.
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Interfaith Workshop. During 20"-23 Oc-
tober, we had an SCMI-HMI Interfaith Work-
shop in Hyderabad, Andhra Pradesh. The
theme was: “Christian Spirituality in Plu-
ralistic Religious Context: Understanding
Islam”. There was a good participation from
the different areas, and all the participants
were actively engaged during the workshop.
It was fortunate that the Henry Martyn In-
stitute (HMI) could co-organise the work-
shop. The HMI is an ecumenical centre that
caters as a training and community devel-
opment centre and offers courses on Is-
lamic studies.

During these four days, the participants
were introduced to the basics of Islamic
faith, and were able to deliberate on
interfaith harmony. We took part in Iftar,
as this was the Ramzan month, we felt that
sharing in religious festivities was an im-
portant way of building trust among differ-
ent faith communities. Most important of
all, through inputs by the resource persons
and interactions during the workshop, the
participants expressed the importance of
tolerance towards others. It was a good ex-
perience that challenged us to break barri-
ers and build relationships with people of
other faiths. This programme was supported
by Ecumenical Assistant Programme
(EAP) of World Student Christian Federa-
tion, Inter-Regional Office.

Protest against Armed Forces Special Power
Act (AFSPA) 1958. On the 2" November, There was
a nationwide protest against AFSPA, which oper-
ates in the state of Manipur. This draconian act has
given authority to the security forces to operate with-
out warrant and immunity against legal action. They
can also shoot, arrest, and kill at the mere hint of
suspicion. As a result violations against human
rights take place in the form of brutal rape, murder,
and extortion. The protests were triggered by Ms.
Sharmila Irom who had been on hunger strike for
six years demanding that the AFSPA be repealed
from her home state. The SCMI took part in this
peaceful protest on 2™ November, 2006 in Bangalore,
Karnataka. The AFSPA, though not be fully re-
pealed, has been recommended for amendments.

Workshops on Human Rights. As part of the hu-
man rights programme, we were able to have three
regional workshops on human rights this year: 1)
11" November, West Bengal Region, 2) 234-25%"
November, 2006, the North Tamil Nadu region, 3)
9-10" December, 2006, the Kanataka region. It was
on the 9" December, 2006, that the SCMers formed
a Rally commemorating Human Rights Day. There
were different human rights groups joining in the
rally in Bangalore, Karnataka. It was a moment of
sheer joy to see us as part of the larger network of
people struggling for human rights.

There will be regional human right meetings in
NorthWest India, NorthEast India and Orissa, be-
fore the academic session for 2006 ends.

Some of our Future Programmes, which we can highlight at this point are -

Winter Workshop. The SCMI will have winter workshop in two places simultaneously during 29th
December, 2006 - 2nd January, 2007. The themes are, “SCMI Trainers’ Training on Human Rights”
and “Challenging the Dalit Women'’s Status Amidst Economic Globalisation”, in Orissa and Tamil
Nadu respectively.

WCC General Secretary Visit to SCMI National Office. During the month of February, Samuel
Kobia, General Secretary of WCC will visit SCMI National Office in Bangalore. The SCMI National
Office will host a one-day programme at the SCMI programme centre on 14" February, where Mr.
Kobia will inaugurate the EASY Net conference. We look forward to this date as it will mark an
important milestone as the WCC General Secretary addresses SCMers.
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WSCF AP SCHEDULE AND UPDATES
(January to December 2007)

SCM Timor Leste National Women's Program
Dili, Timor Leste

JANUARY

5to 10 - EASY Net Coordinator's Meeting and
National Coordinator's Training
Manila, Philippines
8to 14 - WSCEF Staff Meeting
Geneva, Switzerland
19 to 20 — WSCF AP Regional Women's Coordinator's Meeting
Hong Kong
21 to 24 - WSCF AP Standing Committee and
RWC Search Committee Meetings
Hong Kong

3to8 - CCA 50th Anniversary Celebration
Parapat, Indonesia

FEBRUARY

5—; Regional Women's Program Coordinator Transition Period
o

MAY — SEPTEMBER
Joint SCM and WSCF Women's Programme (2 programmes)

JUNE 1t09 - WSCFExco Meeting and
Inter-regional Women's Programme
Cairo, Egypt
18 to 21 — WSCF AP Human Rights Defenders Workshop for Students
Manila, Philippines
22 to 26 - International Solidarity Mission for Students
Manila, Philippines

SEPTEMBER 2to 22 - School for Ecumenical Leadership Formation (SELF)
Sri Lanka
OCTOBER Joint CCA WSCF AP Programme (CWP) Meeting
Chiangmai, Thailand
27 to 29 — General Secretaries and National Coordinator's Meeting
Chiangmai, Thailand
NOVEMBER Women Doing Theology Workshop




